74. WEST OF BRISBANE

There are many great camping spots close to Brisbane but not
many that allow dogs.

Atkinsons Dam

A waterfront caravan park and campground located on the N shore of
Lake Atkinson, 105km W of Brisbane via the Warrego Hwy (A2). Turn
off the hwy N to Coominya 23km W of Marbug, then turn left after
18km. Dogs welcomed but must remain on a leash in the campground.

Lake Atkinson was a natural lagoon prior to the dam being built in 1970.
There are no boating restrictions on the lake but until 2010 the drought
has meant very low water levels. Fishing may yield catches of Saratoga,
Spangled Perch, Catfish and eels.
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Further information: Contact Atkinsons Dam Waterfront Caravan
Park on (07) 5426 4151 or see www.atkinsondam.com.au

Map ref: Qld p155 E6. For more detail, see RACQ map of Brisbane
- Sunshine Coast (ref F6).

75. CAPE YORK PENINSULA

Like the remote Kimberley region in WA, a trip to Cape York
Peninsula in Queensland’s Tropical North is one of Australia’s
great wilderness adventures and the best way to experience this
rugged and varied landscape is by making the trip slowly and
camping along the way.

Cape York Peninsula covers around 140,000 square kilometres
and includes Aboriginal Lands, national parks and pastoral
properties. Flanked on the west by the Gulf of Carpentaria

and on the east by the Coral Sea, the tip of the cape is the
northernmost point of the Australian mainland and looks across
the islands of Torres Strait to New Guinea only 150km away.

The reasons people travel to Cape York are many and varied.
Attractions of the region include the fishing, sailing, bird
watching, bush walking, camping, adventurous four-wheel drive
touring and Aboriginal art and culture.

Lions Den Hotel, Helenvale

A caravan park and campground located at 398 Shiptons Flat Rd,
Helenvale, 4km S of the Mulligan Hwy (SH 81). Turn off hwy 28km S
of Cooktown. Private, spacious and shady camp sites beside the river
with safe swimming holes and ancient mango trees. Donga and safari
lodge style accommodation also available. Dogs welcomed but must
remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Townsville - Cairns map
(ref J2). Ph (07) 4060 3911 or see www.lionsdenhotel.com.au

085 LB0NEDE M E e
BEONEOEREC DD

Lakeland Caravan Park

A caravan park and campground located in Lakeland, the small village
at the junction of Mulligan Hwy and the Peninsula Developmental Rd,
82km SW of Cooktown. Powered and unpowered sites, camp kitchen
and new amenities including disabled access. Campfire area with free
firewood and van storage for those not wishing to tow to the cape. A
dog friendly park for friendly dogs! Discount to veterans and CMCA
members. RACQ Townsville - Cairns map (ref H2). Ph (07) 4060 2033
or visit www.lakelandcaravanpark.com.au
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Quinkan Hotel, Laura
A caravan park and campground located next to the general store in
Laura, 64km NW of Lakeland along the Peninsula Developmental Rd.

Dogs welcomed but must remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ
Townsville - Cairns map (ref G2). Ph (07) 4060 3393.
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Hann River Roadhouse

A caravan park and campground located adjacent the roadhouse on the
Peninsula Developmental Rd, 77km NW of Laura. Fishing in the Hann
River, meals at the roadhouse 7.30am - 10pm every day. Dogs welcome

but must remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Townsville -
Cairns map (ref F1). Ph (07) 4060 3242.
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Musgrave Roadhouse

A caravan park and campground at the licensed roadhouse located 58km
NW of Hann River, Musgrave is one of the only remaining original
telegraph stations built in 1887, and named after Sir Anthony Musgrave,
the then Governor of Qld. Dogs welcome but must remain on a leash

in the camp sites. RACQ Cape York Peninsula map (ref F10). Ph (07)
4060 3229 or www.musgraveroadhouse.com.au
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Port Stewart

A bush camping area with no facilities near the mouth of the Stewart
River where it empties in to Princess Charlotte Bay, Turn off Peninsula
Developmental Rd 80km N of Musgrave, then 66km to the river mouth.
Dogs must remain on a leash at all times. RACQ Cape York Peninsula
map (ref F9).
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Coen

A caravan park and campground opposite the general store on Regent St
in Coen, 107km N of Musgrave. Dogs welcomed but must remain on a
leash in the campground. RACQ Cape York Peninsula map (ref R17).
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The Bend

A bush campground beside the Coen River, 2.8km N of Coen town
centre on the E side of the Peninsula Developmental Rd. Dogs
welcomed but must remain on a leash in the campground. No facilities
so campers should be self sufficient and preferable use a portable toilet.
RACQ Cape York Peninsula map (ref ES).
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A bush camp just north of Palm Creek on the 4WD only Old Telegraph
Track. Photo by Julie Buttriss.
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Archer River Roadhouse

A caravan park and campground behind the roadhouse provides lush,
shady camp sites and all the usual facilities, including minor vehicle and
tyre repairs. Located 66km N of Coen on the crystal clear Archer River,
this is the last stop for services before the Cape York turn off 48km to
the N. Dogs welcomed but must remain on a leash in the campground.
RACQ Cape York Peninsula map (ref D7). Ph (07) 4060 3266.
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Chuulangun

An Aboriginal Corporation managed campground located on the
Wenlock River and accessed via the Portland Roads Rd, 21km off the
Peninsula Developmental Rd. The Cuscus (a nocturnal native possum),
crocodiles and Palm Cockatoos can be seen on the Wenlock River. Dogs
accepted but must remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Cape
York Peninsula map (ref D7). Web site: www.kaanjungaachi.com.au
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Weipa

Located at the end of the Peninsula Developmental Rd 185km NW of
Archer River, Weipa is a mining town and exists to service the Rio Tinto
bauxite mine and loading facility. The fishing is some of the best in

QId. A large caravan park and campground located on the foreshore of
Albatross Bay at Newbold Drive caters for tourists. Dogs welcomed but
must remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Cape York Peninsula
map (ref B6). Ph (07) 4069 7871 or web www.campweipa.com
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Cullen Point

A bush campground with limited space and facilities, but a great base
for fishing the waters of western Cape York. Cullen Point is 9km N of
Mapoon, which is around 90km N of Weipa. Dogs allowed but must
remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Cape York Peninsula map

(ref B4). Contact the Mapoon Aboriginal Shire Council for information
and permits on (07) 4090 9124.
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Moreton Telegraph Station

A caravan park and campground at the site of the former telegraph
station near the Wenlock River, 72km N of the Peninsula Developmental
Rd. Camp sites are spacious and shady. Dogs welcomed but must
remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Cape York Peninsula map
(ref D5). Ph (07) 4060 3360 or visit www.moretonstation.com.au
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The entrance to the campground at Moreton Telegraph Station on
Telegraph Road. Photo by Julie Buttriss.

Bramwell Station

This operating cattle property is the most northerly station in Australia
and caters for travellers with a caravan park and campground. Turn off
Telegraph Rd 27km N of Moreton, then 10km NE to the station. Dogs
accepted but must remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Cape
York Peninsula map (ref D5). Ph (07) 4060 3300.
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Bramwell Junction

A bush campground and roadhouse located at the junction of the Old
Telegraph Track and Bamaga (Bypass) Rd to the E, 42km N of Moreton.
This is the last fuel available before Bamaga, whether you are travelling
straight up the track or via the eastern bypass road. Dogs welcomed but
must remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ Cape York Peninsula
map (ref DS). Open 7am - 7pm each day, ph (07) 4060 3230.
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Old Telegraph Track

Numerous bush camping areas with no facilities exist along the 120km
of high clearance 4WD only Old Telegraph Track between Bramwell
Junction and the Jardine River Crossing. Most are merely cleared areas
near river and creek crossings. Dogs OK providing they are under control
around other campers and do not enter the Jardine River National Park
which borders Old Telegraph Track on the E side, N of Eliot Falls.

L

Crossing Palm Creek on the Old Telegraph Track. Photo by Julie Buttriss.

Call in to the Qld Parks and Wildlife ranger office at Heathlands

for information on camp sites and track conditions, 12km NE of the
Telegraph Track, turn off 3km N of Dulhunty River. RACQ Cape York
Peninsula map (ref D7 - C3).
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Seisia Holiday Park

A campground and van park located in the Northern Peninsula Area
(NPA) indigenous community of Seisia, 5.5km NW of Bamaga, on
Koraba Rd on the N side of town near the beach. Dogs are welcome to
camp in the fenced-off Palm Grove section of the park. RACQ Cape
York Peninsula map (ref Q12). Ph (07) 4069 3243 or web www.
seisiaholidaypark.com

0880 80EEANERREHE
Sl - | |4 [isleeles]. 5

Loyalty Beach

A campground and fishing lodge located 7km N of Bamaga with 500m
of beachfront camp sites, laundry, clean amenities and well stocked
kiosk. Guided fishing safaris, boat hire, 4WD tours and scenic flights.
Dogs welcomed providing they remain under supervision. RACQ
Cape York Peninsula map (ref Q12). Ph (07) 4069 3372 or web www.
loyaltybeach.com
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A bush resort style campground with cabins and on-site tents, powered
and unpowered sites along 10km of beachfront located at Lot 11,
Punsand Bay, 29km N of Bamaga. Great fishing, sunrises and sunsets. 7
day kiosk, pool, licensed restaurant and ferry service to Thursday Island.
Dogs welcomed but must remain on a leash in the campground. RACQ
Cape York Peninsula map (ref R11). Ph (07) 4069 1722 or web www.

punsand.com.au
A
L

0EBCBNEEDREE
BEm

Access to the Cape York Region

Punsand Bay

While air and sea access is possible all year round,
the distinctly different wet and dry seasons

dictate vehicle access to this area. The Peninsula
Developmental Road from Lakeland to Weipa

is a mostly unsealed main connecting road

of 560km, which may be trafficable by
conventional vehicles during the dry season
(generally May to October), but 4WD is
considered a better option at all times.

Torres Strait

Thursday |
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Access north of this road, along the former
Overland Telegraph route and Bamaga
Rd through Moreton, Bamaga and on
to the tip, definitely requires a high
clearance 4WD as there are many
water crossings, and should only be
attempted during the dry season.

From the turn off; it is around

335km to the tip via the telegraph
route, or a further 35km if using

the newer bypass road to the east

from Bramwell Junction.
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areas maintained by Main
Roads QIld, but none of these
are approved for overnight
stops. A selection of
camping areas that allow
dogs are described below

in order of location from
Cooktown to Cape York
via Mulligan Hwy, then
north along the Peninsula
Developmental Rd, Bamaga
Rd and Telegraph Track.
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be taken on to Aboriginal Lands.
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the tip.
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Penalties for breaking these
laws are severe so all travellers
are advised to check conditions
and plan carefully prior to a trip
to the Cape York region. Call
the alcohol limits information
line on 1300 789 000 or visit
www.atsip.qld.gov.au/
everybodys-business/travellers-
alcohol-restrictions/
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Further information: Contact the Cooktown Visitor Information
Centre, cnr Hope and Walker Sts, ph 1800 174 895. The Weipa
Information Centre can book town and mine tours on (07) 4069 7871.

Map ref: Qld p155 B2. For more detail, see the Cape York map on
the next page or the RACQ map of Townsville - Cairns and Cape
York Peninsula (references indicated for each entry). Hema Maps also
produce a detailed map of Cape York available as both a folded paper
and digital version.

There are several detailed guide books available on Cape York and it

is recommended travellers refer to at least a couple before heading off.
The definitive title is ‘Cape York - An Adventurer’s Guide’ by Ron and
Viv Moon, now in its 12th edition and available from Westprint Maps at
www.westprint.com.au or specialist map stores in all states.

Paper and digital topographic maps are also available from Natmap at
scales of 1:100,000 and 1:250,000 which may also prove useful to some
travellers.
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